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ing done so, they should avail themselves of the many harmless ways
of courting imprisonment which are open to them.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 8-1-1922

68.   KHILAFA T CONFERENCE

The Khilafat Conference and Muslim League meet generally
at the same time as the Congress. This enables Hindus and Mus-
lims to learn a great deal from each other and to strengthen their
friendship. A person like me who has faith in God cannot but
see His hand behind the fact that the President of the Khilafat
Conference also happened to be the President of the Congress.
Deshbandhu's arrest has done greater service than his attending
the Congress would have done and Hakimji, being free, accepted
the burden of Congress presidentship in addition to that of the
presidentship of the Khilafat Conference and thereby strengthened
Hindu-Muslim unity. The Khilafat camp and the Congress
camp thus came so close to each other that nobody would think
of them as separate camps.

For similar reasons, it was suggested by Shri Abbas Tyabji
that there was no longer any need for the Muslim League to
continue as a separate body. When Hindus and Muslims were
becoming united in heart, where was the need for two separate
political bodies ? So long as they were fighting with each other
for their respective rights, there may have been such a need. Now
the Khilafat Committee should be sufficient. It should, of course,
continue, as it is connected with religion.

There is, thus, a perfectly genuine and convincing reason for
the view that the Muslim League should be wound up. Yet, so
long as Muslim opinion has not crystallized in favour of this
course, it will be safe not to propose dissolution of the Muslim
League.

I have written about the discussions in the Khilafat Conference
and the Muslim League on the question of severing the British
connection in any event.1 It is, therefore, unnecessary to say more
here. I prefer to write about the daily increasing amity between the
two communities which I observed during the Khilafat Conference

1 Gandhiji attended the Khilafat   Conference   on   December 27 and the
Muslim League session on December 30.